Pottery wheel -  Creating Cylinders/Bowls/Cups

Objectives: Learning how to create works of art on the potter’s wheel and enjoying it. Learning outcomes include centering, pulling up the walls, trimming, and exploration of aesthetic possibilities. Submit at least 2 cylinders cut in half to show development plus other trimmed bowls, cups, and cylinder forms to keep.

Week 1: Centering on the potter’s wheel (10 points for proving you can do it)

Week 2: learning hand placement, and technique for pulling the walls up into a cylinder form. Research and Design in sketchbook for cylinders/bowls/cup forms to explore.
Week 3: practice, practice, practice and trimming. Use 1-3 lbs of clay. Keep and cut-in-half at least 2 cylinder forms that demonstrate your improvement with pulling the walls vertically. These 2 half-cut cylinder forms will be part of your grade (see below). Trimming excess clay from other forms to keep (leatherhard stage) will be demonstrated during the block day.

Week 4: Continue improving. Save your best for half-cutting or for keeping whole.

Pottery wheel ideas:

[image: image1.png]


   [image: image2.jpg]


  [image: image3.jpg]


  
[image: image4.jpg]


    [image: image5.jpg]


    [image: image6.jpg]


    [image: image7.jpg]ZEETOON





[image: image8.jpg]


  [image: image9.jpg]


   [image: image10.jpg]


      [image: image11.jpg]



Earning the best grade possible:
1. Meets Due Date





10 pts

All submitted on time and together. Hint: if necessary use of access/open studio before the due date.  

2. Meets or Exceeds Assignment Objectives/Quantity

20 pts

Submitted: 2 half-cut cylinder forms and at least two other whole and completed forms.

3. Skills Improvement/ Applying New Knowledge


30 pts

· Centering is worth 10 points by demonstrating the learned skill.

Up to 20 points may be earned from improvement in throwing and pulling up the walls of the cylinder. Submit at least 2 half-cut cylinder forms that demonstrate your improvement and ability. Using 1-3 pounds of clay you may earn up to 5 points in each category: 

· even centering

· wall thickness

· height achieved

· squeezing clay up from base into walls

4. Creativity and Originality




20 +pts

Meeting the expectation of two whole and trimmed forms earns around 10-15 points. Therefore, the more the merrier. Beautifully designed forms earn more points than shallow doggie dishes. Extra credit may be earned in this category by submitting additional whole and trimmed pieces. Decoration is encouraged during the plastic and leatherhard stages. 
5. Quality Craftsmanship





10 pts

Throwing and trimming should be done evenly/intentionally on whole pieces. Remove excess thickness, clay boogers, fix cracking. The finished pieces should be ready to dry or in the process of drying to be graded. 

6. Effort and Use of Time





10 pts

Use the class time efficiently; use the wheel every day to improve. Be creative always; sketch ideas, scan books and magazines, create on your own. Class time spent on your phone/device will affect your grade. Skipping/missing class may affect points earned. 
Submit these things together for grading at the end of the project:

1. The correct rubric with your name, period, and please indicate which pieces you would like to have fired

2. The half-cut pieces (at least 2 different ones)

3. All the whole pieces (trimmed pieces can be fired)
Common Mistakes in Pulling/Squeezing

